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FRoM tHe DIRectoR
in 2023, a cutting-edge virtual space dedicated to hosting 
meetings, training sessions, and networking opportunities. It 
replicates the immersive experience of in-person gatherings, 
providing participants with access to audio and video feeds of 
speakers and peers, along with shared resources. It was part 
of our long term digitalisation’s agenda, aiming to address the 
evolving networking and visibility needs of civil society sector. 

When it comes to Entrepreneurship and Social Innovation, the year 
2022 marked significant strides in promoting sustainable and 
green entrepreneurship. Initiatives like the “Balkan Green Ideas” 
competition, the “Balkan Green Academy,” and ever-increasing 
community of Dua Partner Invest (DPI), showcased our commitment 
to fostering start-ups focused on environmental and social impact. 

Our commitment to nurturing the potential of local youth remained 
unwavering. Initiatives such as the WORK4YOUTH cross-
border boot camps equipped young individuals with valuable 
entrepreneurial skills, while the WISE4YOUTH project underscored 
our dedication to shaping the next generation of leaders. 

Partners Albania continued its long-standing work in promoting 
philanthropy in the country. Events like the “Giving Circle” and 
the support to SMILE.AL, Albania’s first crowdfunding platform, 
garnered tremendous support, reinforcing social responsibility 
and fostering a sense of solidarity within our communities.

As we present this annual report, we must acknowledge 
that each achievement represents not only a milestone for 
Partners Albania but also a beacon of hope, progress, and 
evolution for the broader civil society framework in Albania. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to every individual, partner 
organisation, and stakeholder involved. Your unwavering faith 
and support have been instrumental in our journey. We enter the 
new year with a renewed spirit, fortified by collective experiences, 
and inspired by the limitless possibilities that lie ahead. 

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey. Here’s to 
more achievements, collaborations, and shared successes in 
the future!

Dear Partners, Stakeholders,and Friends 
of Partners Albania!        

In looking back at the journey of 
Partners Albania throughout 2022, we 
find a year filled with challenges met 
head-on with courage, innovation, and 
unwavering resilience. 

This annual report offers a narrative of 
our accomplishments and endeavors in 
2022, providing a transparent insight 
into our impact at both local and 
national levels.

Our commitment to strengthening the Non-profit Sector in 
Albania was exemplified by the Code of Standards for NPOs, 
under the leadership of National Resource Centre (NRC). 
This initiative serves as a cornerstone of our dedication to 
enhancing governance, transparency, and accountability 
within the civil society sector. Our vision extends beyond 
our individual efforts, aiming to create an ecosystem where 
organisations operate with utmost integrity and dedication. 

Within this context, legal services, newly introduced as part of the 
National Resource Centre Help Desk Services played a pivotal 
role in assisting numerous NPOs and informal activist groups. 
Additionally, we facilitated the acquisition and training of the 
“Alpha Cloud” software for 13 dedicated NPOs, contributing 
to better financial governance. Our goal has always been to 
strengthen the foundations of civil society organizations, providing 
them with the tools and support needed to effectively operate. 

In the realm of governance, we continued our mission to ensure 
excellence and accountability within civil society organizations. 
Initiatives focused on enhancing organizational resiliency, 
utilising the Resiliency Framework, emphasised our commitment 
to enabling civil societies to thrive amid external pressures. 
 
Our engagement extended beyond Albania’s borders. Collaborations 
with international partners and projects, reinforced the importance 
of cross-border unity. We relied on these partnerships at regional 
and European level to actively work to prevent restrictions on civil 
society organizations, advocating for their essential role in shaping 
vibrant communities and unreplacable role in EU integration.  

We were very happy to bring to the civil society in Albania, 
the Tirana Convention Center that will be officially launched 

5ANNUAL REPORT 
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HIGHLIGHts FRoM oUR WoRK In 2022
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ENABLING ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF CIVIL SOCIETY
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The National Resource Centre for Civil Society managed by Partners Albania, has 
consolidated its role as a platform for civil society at the national and local levels, 
supporting the strengthening of sector capacities, promoting and facilitating dialogue 
in policy-making, and advocating for an enabling environment. Here are some 
highlights from NRC activity in 2022.

National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania
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National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania
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National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania
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Youth in Action! Participation in policy-making, economic empowerment, 
and social integration, organized on May 12 2022, was the main event 
of the Civil Society Week 2022, a series of about 70 events dedicated to 
the sector and promotion of its work and contribution throughout the country, 
organized by the National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania in 
cooperation with partner organizations from all over the country.

National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania
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coDe oF stAnDARDs FoR nPos In ALbAnIA 
 
The primary objective of the Code of Standards for NPOs in Albania is to enhance the effectiveness of these organizations' work and 
build trust among supporters, beneficiaries, and other stakeholders. This is achieved by promoting good governance, transparency, 
and accountability within the sector. The code consists of a set of principles and commitments that guide the conduct of NPOs and 
their activities.

In Albania, the National Resource Centre for Civil Society serves as the Code Secretariat, overseeing its implementation and 
enforcement. Since its introduction in 2021, the code has garnered a growing number of member organizations, with several new 
ones joining in 2022. The application process remains open throughout the year, allowing organizations to join at any time.

To assist CSOs in assessing their adherence to the Code's standards, Partners Albania has developed an online self-assessment 
mechanism called STANDARDS4NPOs. This tool provides both qualitative suggestions through automated written feedback and a 
quantitative scoring system. It is accessible through the website https://standards4npo.al/ and mobile applications available for 
iOS and Android. 

13
expressions of interest 

evaluated

6  
new members in the 

Code of Standards in 
20223  

participation in regional 
and international events 
to promote the Code of 

Standards

22
organizations 

mentored

4300 visitors
1300 users 

60 evaluations 
conducted

25 NPO registered 
in the platform 

standards4npo.al 

Capacity Building
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Capacity Building

tIRAnA conVentIon centeR VIRtUAL ReALItY PLAtFoRM

Partners Albania’s latest venture, the Tirana Convention Center, introduces 
a cutting-edge virtual space dedicated to hosting meetings, training 
sessions, and networking opportunities. Comprising nine (9) versatile 
virtual areas, the platform seamlessly accommodates a wide range 
of events, from intimate team gatherings to large-scale conferences, 
fairs, and pitching sessions. Its design aims to replicate the immersive 
experience of attending an in-person event, offering attendees access 
to audio and video feeds of speakers and other participants, as well 
as shared resources and materials. Moreover, the platform facilitates 
interaction and networking among participants and event organizers.

A convenient Event Notice Board showcases a comprehensive list of 
upcoming and past events, granting users the convenience of finding 
and registering for events of their interest, all in one centralized location. 
Anticipated to launch in 2023, the Tirana Convention Center promises 
to revolutionize virtual event hosting, fostering dynamic and engaging 
online and hybrid gatherings. 
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The Legal Service is an integral component of 
the National Resource Centre for Civil Society’s 
Help-Desk Services for NPOs and informal activist 
groups. This service offers two primary aspects: 
legal information and education for NPOs, along 
with legal advice pertaining to their establishment, 
operations, legal and fiscal compliance, and 
legal de-registration.

Throughout 2022, the Legal Service received and 
successfully addressed a total of 50 requests, 
providing assistance to 40 NPOs and Networks 
from 11 different cities. Within this period, the 
service managed to effectively tackle and resolve 
19 distinct issues faced by these organizations.

Partners Albania, in its efforts to assist NPOs in enhancing their 
organizational capacities and implementing good governance 
practices, has facilitated the acquisition of the Financial 
Management Software “Alpha Cloud” for 13 interested NPOs. 

In addition to providing the software, Partners Albania also delivered 
training and technical assistance to these organizations, enabling 
them to effectively utilize the software for their financial management 
systems, for more efficient management practices in accordance with 

the National Accounting Standards. 

neW seRVIces AnD AssIstAnce FoR csos

Capacity Building
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NPO-Business Speed Dating event, aiming at fostering effective partnership between civil society and businesses. The event gathered over 40 representatives of businesses and NPOs 
from five cities. Tirana, November 22, 2022.

DIVeRsIFIcAtIon oF FUnDInG soURces FoR csos 

Capacity Building
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ALTRI InstituteSTREHA CenterCenter “Light Steps”

Capacity Building

IncReAsInG tHe ResILIencY oF cIVIL socIetY oRGAnIZAtIons
Resilience is vital for civil society to effectively tackle challenges 
by adapting and responding proactively and efficiently.  
Achieving this requires a different mindset and approach 
that goes beyond organizational strengthening. 
Based on the Resiliency Framework developed by Partners 
Global, Partners Albania launched in 2022 a new program to 
assists organizations in becoming more resilient by developing 
an analysis process, identifying and prioritizing key resilience 
challenges, and devising a plan to enhance adaptability to 
critical issues.
  
 

Partners Albania, as part of the team of coaches of the Partners 
Global network, in the frame of the INSPIRES global project, 
during 2022 continued the work on the implementation of the 
Resiliency+ framework with six civil society organizations in 
Tanzania. Organizations are being assisted and mentored on the 
development and implementation of the Resiliency Roadmaps.  
With civic space shifting rapidly around the globe, faster 
and more potent interventions are critical for bolstering 
local civil societies. INSPIRES is increasing knowledge and 
capacity to respond to growing restrictions on democratic 
freedoms of association, assembly, and expression.  

Photo: “Resilient Civil Society Learning and Networking Summit”, 
November 14 - 18, 2022, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. 
The Summit was designed as a global event of INSPIRES program, 
for connection, exchange, and multi-directional learning, with 
the participation of 24 civil society organisations from Ecuador, 
Georgia, Serbia, Kenia, Tanzania, Nigeria, Senegal. 

Initially, the program began with three organizations and will 
continue annually, extending its support to other organizations 
interested in diversifying funding sources, fostering creative 
communication and enhancing public image, embracing new 
technologies, engaging with supporters, investing in human 
resources, and promoting staff welfare and support. 
 
By addressing these aspects, the program empowers 
organizations to increase their resilience and effectively navigate 
the most pressing challenges they face.
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cIVIL socIetY PRoGRAM FoR ALbAnIA AnD KosoVo
The Civil Society Program for Albania and Kosovo (2018-2022) was implemented by the  Kosovar Civil Society Foundation (KCSF) 
with Partners Albania for Change and Development (PA) as partner organization.The program supported democratic participation 
and the development of a strong and vibrant civil society in Albania and Kosovo, by supporting NGOs that advance the EU accession 
process by contributing to one of the five thematic areas: non-discrimination and gender equality; independent media; minorities 
and marginalized groups; environmental protection, and the fight against corruption. Since 2018, in the framework of this program, 
Norway supported 46 projects of civil society organizations in Kosovo (27) and Albania (19) with a total of about 1.5 million EUR.

The five supported NPOs through the third Call of the sub-granting scheme implemented their initiatives during 2022, contributing to increased public awareness on the rights of the Roma 
and Egyptian community, and the LGBTI+ community, improved services for marginalized groups, a more enabling environment for free and independent media, increased transparency of 
institutions in terms of public information, environmental protection and the implementation of SDGs at the local level. 
Above row, from left: Institute of Romani Culture in Albania (IRCA), QSNNN FushëArrëz, ALTRI Institute. Below row from left: MJAFT! Movement, Streha Center.

Financial Support

http://partnersalbania.org/News/programi-i-shoqerise-civile-per-shqiperine-dhe-kosoven/
https://partnersalbania.org/News/norway-scheme-the-civil-society-programme-for-albania-and-kosovo/
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Round table with all relevant stakeholders, to share preliminary findings of the “NPO Sector Terrorist Financing Risk Assessment Methodology”, 17 June 2022. There was a constructive 
discussion among the participating stakeholders regarding the level and risk factors of the non-profit sector to terrorist financing. The main recommendation of the report “Review of the 
legal and regulatory framework so that the NPO sector is not classified as a high risk to terrorism financing, but to reflect the categorization of the sector according to real assessments 
carried out in accordance with the requirements of the FATF methodology”, found the support of the participants at the round table and the commitment to its implementation as part of a 
collaborative process among all stakeholders. 

PReVentIon oF RestRIctIons on cIVIL socIetY oRGAnIZAtIons 
In tHe nAMe oF PReVentInG MoneY LAUnDeRInG AnD tHe 
FIGHt AGAInst tHe teRRoRIsM FInAncInG In ALbAnIA 

Partners Albania’s ongoing efforts to prevent undue restrictions on civil society 
organizations culminated with the development of the Terrorist Financing 
Risk Assessment Methodology for the NPO Sector in Albania in 2022. This 
methodology, based on an international standard by Greenacre Group, helps 
countries understand and mitigate terrorist financing risks in their NPO sector. It 
aligns closely with FATF requirements and is prepared collaboratively with NPOs, 
state institutions, law enforcement, the financial sector, and religious communities. 
The Supervisory Body, including these stakeholders, oversees the implementation 
of the methodology to effectively combat terrorist financing risks.
Partners Albania work on the Terrorist Financing Risk Assessment Methodology for  
NPO Sector, in cooperation with the General Directorate of Taxation will enable 
the Albanian state to respond to FATF’s requirements regarding Recommendation 
8 for NPOs. 

Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society
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As part of the regional workshop on “The risk of misuse of non-profit organizations for terrorist financing in the Western Balkans”, organized by GIZ on December 15 - 16, 2022 
in Tirana, Partners Albania presented the Terrorist Financing Risk Assessment Methodology for the NPO Sector in Albania.

As the Human Security Collective’s partner organization in Albania, for the implementation of the GIZ 
Global Programme on Illicit Financial Flows in the Western Balkans, Partners Albania organized the 
mid-term meeting of NPO partners from the region, engaged with the implementation of FATF/CTF 
standards on NPOs. Tirana, 18-19 October 2022.

From a regional training workshop with CSOs from Albania, Kosovo, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia, on mechanisms and measures 
to address possible abuse of NPOs for money laundering and financing 
of terrorism. This was the first of a series of training workshops organized 
by Partners Albania and Konekt Association in collaboration with Human 
Security Collective. 21 December 2022

Partners Albania 
participated in the 
Global Experts Hub on 
AML/CTF Workshop, 
organized by ECNL on 
September 12-14, 2022 
in France. Around 70 
CSOs’ representatives 
and activists from 45 
countries gathered to 
reconnect and strengthen 
their responses to AML/
CTF – inspired restrictions 
on civic freedoms. 

Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society
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From the regional conference “Remote Working in the WB6 - implications to 
labour rights, gender and social rights”, organized by the Center for Labour 
Rights, beneficiary of ad-hoc grants of the “Regional Civil Society Development 
Hub” project, implemented by the Balkan Civil Society Development Network in 
partnership with Partners Albania and other member organizations from the region. 
2-3 November 2022.
 

 

MonItoRInG MAtRIX on enAbLInG enVIRonMent FoR cIVIL 
socIetY DeVeLoPMent

From the round table with 36 representatives of public institutions, non-profit organizations, donor agencies and media, discussing the findings and recommendations of the 
Monitoring Matrix on Enabling Environment for Civil Society, Country Report for Albania, as a means of advocating towards the creation of an enabling environment for the 
development of civil society in the country. June 13, 2022

PRotectInG cIVIc sPAce 

Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society



25ANNUAL REPORT 

Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society

eFFectIVe DeVeLoPMent cooPeRAtIon 
 
Partners Albania, as the focal point of the CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE), organized a series of 
discussions with NPOs and other actors on effective development cooperation.

The Multi-stakeholder Dialogue on CSO 
Effectiveness, November 21, 2022. More than 
45 representatives of public institutions, the donor 
community, and CSOs, discussed and acknowledged 
both successes and shortcomings in their efforts to 
promote the meaningful engagement of CSOs in 
development cooperation. The participants stressed 
the significance of enhanced dialogue, transparency, 
effective consultation, cooperation, and equitable 
partnerships to support the implementation of the 
country’s development priorities.

The NPOs and Social Enterprises Dialogue, October 28, 2022.  The event 
gathered 52 participants including social entrepreneurs, research institutions, 
financial institutions, youth organizations, support organizations, networks. 
The discussion highlighted the significance of advocacy initiatives for effective 
development cooperation between non-profit organizations and social 
enterprises, considering the country’s current challenges and opportunities.

The CSO Accountability in Effective Development Cooperation Forum, October 7, 2022. About 55 
representatives of CSOs, donors, and partner institutions discussed on NPO accountability and effective 
development partnerships.
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FosteRInG ReGIonAL cooPeRAtIon AnD PoLIcY ResPonses In 
tIMes oF cRIsIs 
Partners Albania led a collaborative effort among five regional organizations serving as civil society resource centres in their 
respective countries. Through a series of forum discussions with civil society organizations, regional networks, international 
organizations, academia, state institutions, and other stakeholders in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, 
Northern Macedonia, and Serbia, they facilitated the exchange of experiences, best practices, and challenges related to adapting 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The topics covered included the response and adaptability of civil society organizations to the Covid-19 situation, the economic 
impact with a focus on the social economy, the role of an enabling environment in supporting philanthropy and solidarity during 
crises, access to services during the pandemic, human rights along with access to information, etc.

Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society
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Evidence based advocacy for an enabling environment for civil society

stRenGtHenInG cIVIL socIetY - MeDIA PARtneRsHIP AnD 
cooPeRAtIon

Top row: Training program with a group of 25 journalists and representatives of CSOs, September 26, 2022. Below rows: Four regional forums with the participation of 77 CSOs and 
journalists during 2022. 
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Six sectoral working groups were established with the 
participation and input of about 100 organizations, to 
identify the most significant civil society initiatives.

PRoMotIon oF csos ActIVItY, RoLe, AnD IMPAct 

30 Years Civil Society in Albania- 
The Effort Continues! was a spot 
prepared by Partners Albania, 
to promote the achievements, 
dedication, continuous and tireless 
efforts of civil society organizations 
in Albania, and the impact of 
their work. The spot was widely 
broadcast on national TV channels 
and PA’s social media.
 

Enhancing sector’s public image



ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND SOCIAL 
INNOVATION
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TWIST project plays a significant role in enhancing the effectiveness of social entrepreneurship as a means to increase the social 
reuse of confiscated assets from organized crime and as a viable model for inclusive economy and social business. It aims to provide 
services, skills, employment, and support to vulnerable groups, including victims of organized crime. The project is co-funded by 
European Union and implemented by Libera in partnership with Partners Albania and Municipality of Tirana, and in cooperation with 
the Agency for the Administration of Seized and Confiscated Assets.

tWIst - toWARDs A neW socIAL entRePReneURsHIP 
MoDeL In conFIscAteD Assets In ALbAnIA

Launching event of TWIST, April 27, 2022, Tirana. 

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services
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Partners Albania and Libera conducted three rounds of regional trainings in 
Tirana, Shkodra, and Vlora. These trainings, attended by approximately 90 
representatives from civil society organizations and municipalities, focused 
on developing social entrepreneurship in Albania and managing confiscated 
assets for social reuse. The participants were exposed to various aspects 
of social entrepreneurship and the importance of strategic collaboration 
between social enterprises, civil society organizations, and local and 
national authorities to enhance the social reuse of confiscated assets.

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services
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sUPPoRtInG GReen stARt-UPs 

From the Green Businesses Competition, May 19, 2022. This is an activity organized by Partners Albania since 2012. It aims to stimulate and encourage innovation for green business 
ideas at the local level and explores the role of philanthropy in engaging local communities to generate green business ideas that utilize local resources and revitalize disappearing traditional 
production chains and community-based markets. 
Competitors are social enterprises, individuals, small business ventures, and non-profit organizations. During the competition they present their business ideas which are evaluated by an 
independent jury of experts in the area of economy, education, and business development.

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services
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“Shebenik Egnatia Explorers” sets mobile camps in the 
Shebenik National Park and other segments of the Egnatia 

road, creating more mobility and entertainment opportunities 
for tourists.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Qukapiku Educative Toys” is an enterprise that offers to 
the Albanian consumers safe educational toys for children, 

made from wood untreated with chemicals.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Funky Cabins – Glamping” offers a 5-star outdoor 
hotel through ecological Indian-style wooden cabins with 

360-degree glass views, exploring the wonderful nature of 
our country. 

 
 
 

 

“Belsh Smart City” is a second-time winner of the Green 
Business Competition. In 2022, they expanded the existing 
bicycle rental business, including City Coco electric motors, 

thus creating a new service that will enable tourists to 
explore the area more extensively.

 

“Lika Apitourism” is a small accommodation unit 
welcoming the tourists in the village of Sebisht. They 

improve tourist’s experience offering different activities 
during their stay, such as tasting local food, involving them 

in the bee-keeping processes such as feeding, guarding, 
caring, and collecting honey, otherwise called “Api-

tourism”. 

Winners in 2022

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services
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“Balkan Green Ideas 2022”, the eleventh edition of the regional competition organized by Balkan 
Green Foundation, in support of the development of small local and sustainable green ideas in the 
Western Balkans and Greece. The annual competition is organized in cooperation with partner 
organization from the participating countries.  Thessaloniki, September 20 - 23, 2022

During March 2022, the second edition of the “Balkan Green Academy” took place in Skopje, 
where the winners of the national Green Business Competitions from the Western Balkans and 
Greece, participated in training and workshops on sustainable development of ideas in green 
entrepreneurship. Albania was represented by the social enterprises “Romix Toys” and “Punnet 
of Taste”, two among winners of the national competition in Albania in 2021.

Mentors and entrepreneurs from the Western Balkans countries conducted a study visit to Albania in November 2022, where they discussed the potential of young people to develop 
green businesses in their countries, and shared their experiences in organizing national green business competitions. They visited and learned more about the journey of several green 
social enterprises in Albania. 

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services
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www.duapartnerinvest.comDUA PARtneR InVest 

Partnership with Travelife for Tour Operators, three online information sessions for Tour 
Operators for the sustainability in tourism organized during 2022. 

Presenting DPI at the Job Fair organized by Faculty of Economy at the University of Tirana, 
April 28, 2022

DPI in 2022

In 2021, Partners Albania launched Dua Partner Invest (DPI), an 
innovative collaborative platform focused on entrepreneurship 
and innovation. DPI serves as a virtual hub, providing a valuable 
developmental platform for start-ups in the Western Balkans 
region. The platform offers a comprehensive range of services, 
encompassing initial funding opportunities, mentoring, market 
exposure, international partnerships, and promotion.

By bringing together three key actors, DPI actively supports the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem. Firstly, it connects start-ups in search 
of funding opportunities with a diverse range of international 
investors, including companies, venture capital funds, donors, 
and impact investment schemes. Secondly, DPI facilitates the 
engagement of experienced consultants with specialized 
expertise in the start-up sector, presenting a unique chance for the 
growth and advancement of start-ups that generate both social 
and environmental impact. Overall, DPI strives to foster a thriving 
entrepreneurial landscape by empowering start-ups and promoting 
impactful ventures in the Western Balkans region.

Support the development of innovative start-ups through the provision of integrated services

www.duapartnerinvest.com
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As part of the WORK4YOUTH crossborder initiative we organized two Innovation Boot Camps in 2022 with young people, in Albania and Montenegro. The youngsters gained practical 
skills to engage in entrepreneurial and business activities through the use of innovative approaches and technologies. They pitched their business ideas to a jury of experts, followed by 
mentoring sessions with experts for the winning teams, to turn ideas into business plans as an instrument for receiving further support. We are proud to see that after two years of intensive 
work and support, 32 young people with an entrepreneurial spirit from the region of Shkodra, and the municipalities of Tivar, Tuzi and Podgorica, are ready to enter the market and 
contribute with their business ideas to increased employment and local development of their communities.

WoRK4YoUtH

Promoting employment and self-employment of women and youngsters through training and support programs for entering the labour market
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Promoting employment and self-employment of women and youngsters through training and support programs for entering the labour market

MAKInG tHe LAboR MARKet WoRK FoR YoUnG 
PeoPLe In ALbAnIA

Partners Albania and RisiAlbania announced in April 2022 a “Call for Expressions of Interest” for Albanian municipalities, to benefit from a support scheme for the establishment of career 
guidance offices at the local level. In order to help interested municipalities to make a well-informed decision to apply for this support, Partners Albania organized two information sessions 
followed by two study visits to the Career Guidance Office at the Tirana Municipality. May 5-6, 2022

RisiAlbania is an innovative project, supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, SDC, in partnership with the 
Ministry of Finance and Economy and implemented by Helvetas and Partners Albania. The project works to provide more employment 
opportunities for young women and men in Albania, aged 15-29, in a socially inclusive and sustainable way, through interventions 
in main pillars like: 

https://www.risialbania.al/

JOB DEMAND  
Increase the demand for 
new jobs in the private 
sector; tourism, agribusiness 
and information and 
communication technologies.

SKILLS SUPPLY
Stimulate non-formal training 
providers offer through 
innovative programmes 
and methodologies in high 
demand from businesses in 
the sectors where the project 
stimulates job demand.

CAREER GUIDANCE & 
INTERMEDIATION 
Improve labour market 
services through 
strengthening career 
guidance and intermediation 
services.

GENDER & SOCIAL 
INCLUSION 
Ensuring inclusiveness of 
vulnerable and socially 
excluded young people in 
the Albanian labour market.

https://www.risialbania.al/
https://www.risialbania.al/
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Social Economy School, a three-day training event was held in Albania on December 5-7-9. Similar programs were organized in each of the Western Balkans countries by the WBSEA 
project implementing partners, aiming to encourage young people to start a social business and support them at every stage of their entrepreneurial journey, following the methodology 
developed as part of the activities of the project. 

Promoting employment and self-employment of women and youngsters through training and support programs for entering the labour market
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As one of the implementing partner of the RISE-ALB project, Partners Albania was part of a 
delegation from Albania that conducted a study visit on October 18-21, 2022, in Emilia 
Romagna region in Italy. The group visited several successful social enterprises and was 
introduced to good practices derived from policies implemented by local institutions. 

As part of the EYSET initiative, Partners Albania organized in October 2022 the workshop 
“How to boost social entrepreneurship among young people, including young people with 
disabilities”. 
Representatives of youth organizations participants in the workshop were introduced to 
documents prepared by the project, aiming to contribute to raising the capacities of youth 
organizations in supporting young people, including young people with disabilities that 
want to become social entrepreneurs. The discussion focused on alternative ways to boost 
social entrepreneurship among young people through the support services offered by youth 
organizations. 

The second RISE project Regional Forum convened key stakeholders from the Western 
Balkans and Europe to discuss the significance of establishing supportive mechanisms 
and legal frameworks to promote social entrepreneurship. This forum emphasized social 
entrepreneurship as a potent tool for regional social and economic development.
In the session “Bang the Drum for Social Economy in WB6” of this forum, we shared Partners 
Albania’s experience in mapping the social entrepreneurship ecosystem, identifying gaps in 
support services, and exploring opportunities for regional collaboration to bolster the social 
entrepreneurship cycle. Tirana, 6-8 September, 2022

WISEs as a tool for the development of local youth entrepreneurship workshop, was one 
of the events of the EURegionsWeek (11-13 October 2022), the biggest annual Brussels-
based event dedicated to cohesion policy. We presented PA’s experience in support of youth 
entrepreneurship in Albania. The workshop was organized by ENSIE, our implementing 
partner in the regional project WISE4YOUTH.

Evidence-based advocacy for advancing the legal and regulatory framework in support of entrepreneurship and social innovation
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Social Economy Potential in the Western Balkan Region - the final conference of the WBSEA 
project - was held on December12-14, 2022 in Podgorica. The event brought together the 
most important stakeholders of the Western Balkans region and Europe in the field of Social 
Economy, such as representatives of state institutions, youth CSOs, social entrepreneurs, and 
representatives of institutions responsible for youth employment, to contribute to the quest for a 
new approach to the development of Social Economy. It served as an opportunity to present 
and analyse practices at the European level as well as present the Social Economy as an 
instrument to engage, empower and create opportunities for the Western Balkans youth.

The Western Balkans Youth Social Economy Alliance – WB SEA project partners conducted a study visit in Italy, on 12-18 of September 2022, hosted by the partner organization COSV, 
in collaboration with Consorzio Nazionale Gino Mattarelli and Consorzio Comunita’ Brianza.
During this study visit, participants had the chance to learn more about the development of the Social Economy ecosystem in Italy and to exchange practices aiming at their replication and 
contribution to the improvement of the ecosystem in their respective countries in the Western Balkans. 

Advancing the development agenda of social entrepreneurship in the country and institutional dialogue at European level
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Klotilda Kosta, PA Director of Programs, moderated the discussion on the Albanian experience of 
social re-use of confiscated assets, during the National Workshop on Social Re-use of Confiscated 
Assets in Albania organized by OSCE. Tirana, November 25, 2022.

At a seminar on the re-purposing of criminal assets, specifically for social use, PA presented 
the obstacles faced and accomplishments achieved during our multi-year endeavours in 
establishing social enterprises in confiscated assets. This initiative was carried out in 
collaboration with the Agency for the Administration of Seized and Confiscated Assets in 
Albania. The seminar was organized as part of the OSCE project on asset confiscation 
and reuse in South-Eastern Europe, Rome, June 2022.

Partner organizations, social economy actors in the Western Balkans and members of the Diesis Network, established SEEWEST - the first regional alliance in support of social economy. 
They signed a Memorandum of Understanding with clear cooperation objectives for achieving long-term goals in the field. Members of this alliance are Partners Albania for Change and 
Development, ARNO, Mladi ambasadori, LENS, CDP “Globus”, COSV - Cooperazione per lo Sviluppo, ADP-Zid, Coalition for the Development of the Solidarity Economy, Public, Caritas 
Šabac. Podgorica, December 14, 2022

Advancing the development agenda of social entrepreneurship in the country and institutional dialogue at European level
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PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITY AND SUPPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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GIVInG cIRcLe ALbAnIA
In its continued efforts to promote philanthropy in Albania and generate public support for disadvantaged groups, Partners Albania 
organized in 2022 the third “LIVE” crowdfunding event called “Giving Circle”. 
During the event, about 90 participants including individuals, representatives of the business sector, donor community, diplomatic 
institutions, civil society, and media, generously provided financial and material support for the three chosen initiatives. The total 
amount raised of 2,100,000 ALL more than doubled the goal of 900,000 ALL, reinforcing social responsibility and solidarity for 
communities in need.

Development of crowdfunding platforms  

https://www.facebook.com/partnersalbania/posts/pfbid02phvq7KiSSqteUn3gEqskMm6fayEjEpGRN2BGLrC6bSGyAn6mhjknG33LaQ6S2niyl
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A dental service was established at the 
Community Center “Gonxhe Bojaxhi” in Tirana, 

thanks to the efforts of the Albanian Center 
for Family Development’s initiative “Healthy 

children, healthy community!”. Through the 
contributions raised in the Giving Circle event,  

more than 400 children from vulnerable families 
in Administrative Unit no. 4 will receive now the 

much needed dental care.

Pop-up book! - an initiative of the organization 
SHKEJ, raised contributions which made 

possible the creation of a library - a welcoming, 
progressive, and inventive space - on the 

premises of the school “Ferraj” which serves 
148 students.

“Have a Nice Day, Our Grandparents!”, 
an initiative of the organization Roots, helped 

create a new recreational space for the elderly 
community in Shkodra.

Development of crowdfunding platforms  
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Throughout 2022, PA provided training and mentoring for 35 CSOs, focusing on crowdfunding platforms, “Telling your story!” – promotion of crowdfunding campaign” to mobilize 
supporters and raise funds.

Development of crowdfunding platforms  
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SMILE.AL, the first crowdfunding platform in Albania 
established in 2021, supports community projects 
by mobilizing financial resources from individual and 
institutional donors. 
The platform serves as a means to gather contributions 
and aid in the implementation of community initiatives, 
emphasizing the importance of both financial support and 
broader engagement in supporting projects throughout the 
country. It is an initiative led by the Credins Foundation 
in collaboration with Partners Albania, Vodafone Albania 
Foundation, and Grant Thornton Albania.

Six of the participating CSOs in the Crowdfunding training and mentoring program, were selected to promote their projects in SMILE.AL.

Development of crowdfunding platforms  
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Partners Albania provided tailored assistance to two 
non-profits and an informal group that aspired to 
establish themselves as Community Foundations. They 
received assistance in identifying community issues and 
creating plans for mobilization and income generation. 
These organizations have already begun implementing 
their first initiatives as community foundations, garnering 
support from the local community, businesses, and 
public institutions. 
 
Additionally, the Partners Albania team actively 
participated in discussions organized by the European 
Community Foundation Initiative, sharing their 
experiences in working with Community Foundations 
and engaging in meaningful dialogue with other 
participants.

A round-table with colleagues from the “European Initiative for Community 
Foundations” (ECFI) network, discussing a series of interventions from 
Community Foundations and supporting organizations of Community 
Foundations in Europe, for the management of the refugee crisis in Ukraine. 
March 30, 2022.

Working with the three groups, March 10, 2022.

Youth Academy Pogradec

Global Care Albania

ARSIS 

Development of community foundations
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MonItoRInG oF PHILAntHRoPIc ActIVItY
In 2022, the monitoring of philanthropic activity in Albania revealed a surge in individual contributions. Crowdfunding campaigns 
have gained widespread popularity as a means of donation, with a remarkable count of 63,709 donations documented. Monetary 
donations are the predominant type, with children and youth emerging as the primary recipients. The total recorded value of 
these contributions amounts to 460,366,227 ALL (4,361,100 Euro). Here are some quick facts from the monitoring, while more 
information is available in our website.

Raising awareness and interest in the economic and social value of philanthropic activity

https://partnersalbania.org/monthly-reports-monitoring-of-the-monitoring-of-philanthropic-activity-in-albania/
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PHILAntHRoPY WeeK 2022 
We brought again in 2022 the Philanthropy Week, a dedicated series of events aimed at promoting philanthropy. Activities included recognizing 
philanthropic individuals, delivering open lectures to students, presenting facts and trends in philanthropic development, hosting a networking event, and 
participating in media discussions.

cReAtInG An enAbLInG enVIRonMent FoR tHe DeVeLoPMent 
oF PHILAntHRoPIc ActIVItY 

As a member of the WINGS Global Network and a recipient of the Enabling 
Environment Fund (WINGS EE Fund), Partners Albania organized a series of 
round-table discussions with business sector representatives to discuss the legal and 
regulatory framework surrounding philanthropic donations in Albania. The discussions 
contributed to the formulation of a policy document that promotes an enabling 
environment for philanthropic activity in the country.

Raising awareness and interest in the economic and social value of philanthropic activity



TRANSPARENT AND ACCOUNTABLE 
PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE
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LeVIZ ALbAnIA
LevizAlbania is a project that aims to strengthen the local democracy in Albania 
through the engagement of civil society actors and individuals as champions of democracy 
toward a better local government. LevizAlbania is implemented by a consortium of three organizations: 
Open Society Foundation for Albania, Partners Albania for Change and Development, and Co-Plan.

         
www.levizalbania.al

Partners Albania, within the VASS program of LevizAlbania, provided assistance and mentoring for 44 beneficiaries of LevizAlbania grants (CSOs and informal groups). Six (6) thematic 
networking sessions and 100 days of mentoring facilitated the exchange of information on ongoing local initiatives, sharing of best practices in collaborating with local communities and 
public institutions, and the development of action plans for partnership in advocacy efforts.

Empowering CSOs and change actors in their monitoring role and engagement in policy-making processes

Again in 2022, LevizAlbania organized the Local Democracy Week, a significant occasion for showcasing 
not just the accomplishments of LevizAlbania and the supported initiatives, but also for addressing the 
obstacles and requirements of local communities in their pursuit of driving change.
Taking place from June 6-11, the Local Democracy Week 2022 consisted of a series of 22 activities and 
concrete actions of civil society actors engaged in improving local democracy and the quality of local 
governance.

In January 2022, LevizAlbania launched the 9th Call for Applications, aimed 
at engaging youth, youth non-profit organizations, informal groups, and 
individuals. The primary objective of this call was to provide assistance and 
enhance the capabilities of young individuals involved in community activities 
that foster a sense of unity, encourage civic engagement, and implement 
tangible solutions to address community challenges. From the applications 
received, 25 wining projects were selected.

www.levizalbania.al
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As part of LevizAlbania’s VASS program, Partners Albania implemented the Youth Movement - A New Page for Local Communities initiative. This four-year program aimed to educate 
and inspire young individuals, promoting voluntarism, activism, and responsibility while fostering stronger relationships between youth and local communities to enhance local democracy. 
Since 2019, Partners Albania has organized 28 youth camps, involving 487 high school students from 17 cities in Albania. These camps have resulted in the design and implementation 
of 28 local initiatives focused on various areas such as peer-to-peer education, creating recreational spaces for youth, supporting the elderly and children without parental care, 
developing school labs, and raising environmental awareness.
Top row: “Youth Speak up” event, June 7, 2022, Kruja. The event provided a platform for youngsters to share their experiences and the impact of their actions, highlighting the importance 
of youth engagement in fostering local democracy. Second top to last row: Youth camps organized during 2022 in 8 schools, 7 cities across Albania.

Empowering CSOs and change actors in their monitoring role and engagement in policy-making processes
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WesteRn bALKAns & tURKeY 
FoR YoUtH eMPLoYMent 

Albania has 11 member organizations in the YHWBT Network. Eight new organizations 
from across Albania joined the Youth Hub in 2022. Through the support of the sub-granting 
scheme of the program, they implemented initiatives contributing to improved capacities of 
NEET youth for better access in the labour market.

Since 2016, Partners Albania prepares the “Youth Participation Index in Political, Economic 
and Social life in Albania”, an annual report produced in each of the network countries, which 
contributes to a regional report that assesses youth participation across political, economic, 
and social dimensions. The report provides valuable data on youth engagement and offers 
recommendations for policy advocacy to improve youth participation in these areas. In a 
national consultative debate held in Shkodër in December, PA shared the findings of the Youth 
Participation Index for Albania 2021 report.

In December, the team of the “Youth Hub for Western Balkans & Turkey” convened in Istanbul 
to review the outcomes of the initiatives carried out in Albania, Serbia, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, and Turkey. The meeting also focused on discussing intervention plans for 2023 
with the aim of supporting youth employment in the region.

Partners Albania is a founding member of Youth Hub for Western Balkan and Turkey established in 2016, a network of more than 60 youth organizations 
from Western Balkan and Turkey whose objective is to ensure greater involvement of young people in Albania, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and 
Turkey. 

Promotion and advocacy on good governance practices

https://partnersalbania.org/News/youth-hub-for-western-balkan-and-turkey/
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Juliana Hoxha, Partners Albania’s Director, was one of the speakers at the National Anti-corruption 
Conference organized on June 13-15, 2022. 

Juliana Hoxha, Partners Albania’s Director, was part of a group of 23, selected to serve as mentors 
for 110 fellows from 70 countries around the globe, as part of the 2021-2022 Community 
Engagement Exchange Program.
The Program is a one-year-long transformational leadership development experience, designed 
to enable civil society leaders, ages 21-28, to harness the power of networks, relationships, and 
information for the public good, specifically on issues related to civic dialogue and peace-building, 
open and participatory governance, women and gender, resilience and sustainable development 
and youth engagement.  
CEEP is a program of the US Department of State with funding provided by the U.S. Government 
and supported in its implementation by IREX.

In 2022, Partners Albania became a member of The Alliance for Peacebuilding 
(AfP), a leading organization in the field of peacebuilding. AfP is a nonpartisan 
network consisting of 150+ organizations operating in 181 countries, dedicated 
to ending violent conflict and promoting peace. The alliance comprises non-
profits, civil society organizations, universities, and for-profit companies based 
in the United States and globally. These diverse entities bring their expertise to 
the table, sharing a common goal of advancing nonviolent solutions to prevent, 
resolve, and recover from conflicts.

Partners Albania is part of the network CHANCE - Civil Hub Against orgaNised 
Crime in Europe, a network of organizations, informal groups, and activists 
from all over Europe. Its aim is to promote cooperation among Civil Society 
Organisations of different countries confronting organized crime, mafia, and 
corruption, and to promote equity and solidarity in European society. 
It features civil society initiatives in the fight against organized crime, including the 
social reuse of confiscated assets. www.chance.international

Promotion and advocacy on good governance practices



56 ANNUAL REPORT 

Fee-bAseD seRVIces

Top row, from left to right: Training in Advocacy 
and Lobbying with IPKO Foundation, Kosovo;  
Training on Customer Care and Effective Sales 
with Agro&Social Fund.
Middle row, from left to right: Training on 
Customer Care and Effective Sales with NOA 
Finance, Besa Fund. 
Down row, from left to right: Training on Customer 
Care and Effective Sales with FIBANK, training 
for EDYN Network.

Partners Albania provides fee-based, customizable services that include training and mentoring tailored for both private sector and civil society organizations. 
These programs encompass a diverse array of subjects that align with the clients’ specific interests and needs. By fostering skill growth and knowledge 
enrichment, these services empower client institutions to enhance effectiveness and efficiency in pursuing their goals.



PUbLIcAtIons

The PA latest news digest, the Bulletin of the National Resource Centre for 
Civil Society, and the Dua Partner Invest News Bulletin cover a wide range of 
developments in civil society, in the field of entrepreneurship and beyond, both at 
national, and regional levels
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https://youthwbt.eu/youth-participation-index-2021/
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/MM-Report_2021.pdf
https://partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Terrorist-financing-risk-assessment-metodology.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/youth-participation-index2021.pdf
https://partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/success-stories_civil-society-program-albania-kosovo.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/alb-educ-syst-measeur-prevent-brain-drain.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Policy-Brief-W4Y.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PAPER-SOCIAL-ENTERPRISE-status_compressed.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Covid19-and-Civil-Society-case-studies_compressed.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SE-potential-partners-in-dev-coop-adv.pdf
http://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Brochure-green-enterprises-2023.pdf
https://www.partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Conducive-Environment-for-Philanthropic-Activity-in-Albania.pdf
https://partnersalbania.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/PA_annual_report_2021.pdf
https://resourcecentre.al/publications/nrc-newsletter/
https://duapartnerinvest.com/homepage/library/book-detail?id=60
https://www.partnersalbania.org/publication/pa-activity-overview/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-SGHc8lNw_EROe4hTfNg6WgKZZyAwBzQ/view
https://www.partnersalbania.org/publication/philanthropy-magazine/


PARtneRs ALbAnIA PRoGRAMs In MeDIA FocUs
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LIst oF PRoJects
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PROJECT DONOR

Local Democracy in Action - LEVIZALBANIA Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

Making Labor Market Work for Young People in Albania- RISI ALBANIA Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

National Resource Centre for Civil Society in Albania European Union

Enhancing accountability, public trust and resiliency of civil society 
organizations

United States Embassy in Albania

Enhanced Philanthropic Activity and Support Infrastructure in Albania Rockefeller Brother Funds

The Civil Society Programme for Albania and Kosovo Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs represented by the Royal Norwegian Embassy in 
Pristina

Work4Youth European Union through Cross Border Cooperation Programme Montenegro – Albania 
2014-2020 under the IPA II

TWIST- ToWards a new social entrepreneurShip model in con-fiscaTed 
assets in Albania

European Union through the EU Delegation to Albania

Western Balkan &Turkey for EmploYouth European Commission

RISE-ALB Rafforzamento dell’ Impreditorialita Sociale in Albania Agenzia Italiana per la Cooperazione Allo Sviluppo (AICS)

Enabling and Protecting Civic Spaces—Illuminating New Solutions and 
Programmatic Innovations for Resilient Space (INSPIRES) 

USAID, through Partners Global

Western Balkans Youth Social Economy Alliance (WBSEA) European Union, Erasmus + Programme

Fostering Regional Cooperations and Policy Response in Time of Crises Balkan Trust for Democracy, a project of the German Marshall Fund of the United States and 
the USAID

NPOs Sector Financial Terrorism Risk Assessment Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Albanian NPOs and FATF Recommendation 8 Human Security Collective (HSC) under GIZ Global Pro-gramme on Illicit Financial Flows

Enhance cooperation’s to enable the environment for philanthropic 
activity in Albania

WINGS Network

Protecting civic space -  Regional Civil Society Development Hub The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) through Balkan Civil 
Society Development Network

Empower Youth Organisations through Social Entrepreneurship in Tourism 
(EYSET)

European Union, Erasmus + Programme

WISEs4Youth in Western Balkans European Union, Erasmus + Programme

Country Initiatives Framework CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE)

Giving Circle Albania The Funding Network

Balkan Green Ideas – Sustainable Green Entrepreneurship Program in 
Western Balkan

European Union, Erasmus + Programme



oUR MAIn sUPPoRteRs AnD PARtneRs

Norwegian Embassy

Funded by the
European Union
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*Budget managed directly by Partners Albania, excluding LevizAlbania and RisiAlbania projects.

FInAnces
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